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                                                        Working Together to Revitalize Rural New York

2026 Budget and Legislative Priorities 

1. Maintain 2025 Funding Levels for:

a. Small Rental Development Initiative (SRDI) - $10 million
b. Access to Home - $5 million
c. Infrastructure tied to Housing Development - $100 million
d. USDA 515 Preservation - $10 million
e. Vacant Rental Improvement Program (VRIP) - $40 million
f. Homeowner Protection Program (HOPP) - $40 million

2. New Funding Requests:

Rural Preservation Program (RPP) – The Rural Preservation Program funds a network of rural preservation companies (RPCs) which are nonprofit housing and community development organizations that are the main conduit for implementing the state’s housing initiatives in the rural parts of the state. Several rural counties in the state do not have access to the housing services provided by RPCs. Request: $520,000 in additional funding for 4 new RPCs plus parity in funding with NPCs. (Total current funding is $8.05 million including $250,000 for the Rural Housing Coalition).

RESTORE – Expand eligible projects and increase funding for the program to allow for not only emergency repairs but also any small household repairs and improvements (grab bars, railings, minor plumbing and electrical work, window and door repairs, etc) to promote safe aging in place for low-mod income seniors in either owner-occupied or rental homes. Request: $10 million (currently funded at $4 million)   

Main Street Program – The New York Main Street program plays an important role in revitalizing small communities in rural New York through building renovations, façade improvements and streetscape enhancements.  The program over the past 5 years has received annual requests for over $10 million.  In addition, New York Main Street program users would benefit from increased flexibility related to planning and technical assistance activities if the funding was shifted from the Capital Budget to Local Assistance.
Request: $10 million (currently funded at $4.2 million)

Affordable Housing Corporation (AHC) – The program supports homeownership through new construction, provides down payment and closing cost assistance and the rehabilitation of owner-occupied housing.  The Legislature increased funding in 2022 from $26 million to $36 million. Request: $30 million (currently funded at $26 million). 


3. Legislative/Regulatory Requests

Make MMHR Program Permanent and raise administrative fee to 10%. S.2721/A.5655
Make Small Rental Development Initiative (SRDI) permanent and create rural set aside. S.595/A.489
Allow RPCs the option to do repair/rehab work with staff instead of contracting out for repair/rehab work (similar to the Weatherization Program).
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